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Module description 

This module will introduce students to the relationship between the scholarly study of history, the 

public understanding of the past, and the role of museums and galleries in these processes. It also 

explores the role of collectors and museums and their place in contemporary society, investigating 

also the meanings that can be attributed to objects. Aspects of curiosity and colonialism in the 

museum setting are touched upon, as well as matters of authenticity, conservation and display. This 

module may have some guest speakers in the second half of the semester, who will speak to some 

of the subjects studied and how they are practiced and deployed in specific cultural and institutions 

settings. 

 

Assessment 

The module is assessed through a presentation (due at the end of Teaching Week 6) and a 3,500-

4,000-word essay (end of Teaching Week 9). 
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Learning outcomes 

Upon successful completion of this module, students should be able to: 

LO1 Construct a research question. 

LO2 Develop a coherent argument around a specific theme/question. 

LO3 Display research skills in public history and cultural heritage. 

LO4 Analyse information and ideas. 

LO5 Develop their own ideas/concepts about the subject matter. 

LO6 Demonstrate referencing, citation and IT skills. 


